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This summary will serve the purpose of providing insight into the course of Business IT & 

Management at Avans University of Applied Sciences in the Netherlands. It starts with the most 

general information about the system of higher education in the Netherlands and works towards 

more specific information about the course itself. 

European credits 

In 2010 the implementation of the European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS) was 

finished in twenty-nine countries of the European Union. There are three important traits that 

define this system. The first is that any part of a curriculum will have a defined learning outcome. 

The second trait is that the worth of this learning outcome is measured in terms of credits. Finally, 

one credit stands for a study load of twenty-eight hours. 

University of Applied Sciences 

In significance, the university of applied sciences is one step below university. At both institutions, 

students are able to obtain their bachelor‟s degree, but only at the university can students 

graduate for their masters or be promoted. These two institutions differ from each other in the 

level students learn abstract concepts. Whereas theories are created at the university, at the 

University of Applied Sciences theories are taught to be applied correctly. 

Avans University of Applied Sciences 

This is a Dutch University of Applied Sciences with an outstanding reputation. Approximately 

18.000 people study at this institution today and its campuses are situated in the cities of Breda, 

Tilburg and „s Hertogenbosch. The organization consists of nineteen academies which together 

cover a wide range of specialisms. The most significant area of specialisms that are taught at 

Avans is that of Economy and Management with 43% of the students. Specialisms within IT are 

being studied by 5% of all students at Avans. 

Business IT & Management 

Business, IT and Management are all significant fields of study in this course, yet it is more than 

the sum of these specialisms. In short, the best description of this course is: “To learn how 

organizations can function more efficiently and effectively by application of Information 

Technology”. 

The curriculum includes information management, databases, organizational sciences, methods of 

software development, implementation of information systems, methodology, online marketing and 

internet research. Also a very important aspect is the focus that lies on project management. More 

than half of the curriculum is given in the form of student projects. 

Propaedeutic exams 

Not obligatory but ubiquitously applied at Universities in the Netherlands are the propaedeutic 

exams. The entire curriculum of the first two semesters, all 60 European Credits that is, are part of 

the propaedeutic exams. Students in any Dutch bachelor‟s study are required to obtain their 

propaedeutic certificate within three semesters from starting the course. In Business IT & 

Mangement at Avans, students also have to obtain at least 52 European Credits within the first two 

semesters or they will not be given the opportunity to continue their study. The propaedeutic 

exams have the purpose of assessing whether the student has the appropriate capacities in order 

to complete the course. 



Internship 

The two-semester internship period for Business IT & Management will be fulfilled by the student, 

at an appropriate participating organisation. In a project that will be determined by the student, a 

supervisor of the participating organization and the student‟s tutor, the student will have the 

chance to bring into practice what he or she has learned so-far. The project must involve Business 

Processes, Information Systems, Information Technology and People. 

Minor 

The main curriculum for Business IT & Management is called the „major‟ and is worth 210 EC‟s. 

Apart from that, 30 more EC‟s have to be earned with the so-called minor. The minor is a widely 

applied part of bachelor curricula where students are given the opportunity to widen or deepen 

their field of study. The minor can be fulfilled doing a school project of choice, or by participating 

with a part of a course at another institution. The most important requirements for the content of 

the minor is that it is relevant for the students field of study. 

Graduation 

In the final run, the student will do a graduation project. As with internship, a student must 

negotiate his or her own project with an organization, be it a company, non-profit organization or 

the government. Not similar to the internship phase are the demands for passing this module. In 

order to graduate, students have to prove they have fulfilled- or participated in a successful and 

relevant project.  

Illustration 1: Contents of the study Business IT & Management 

 

Fourth year: Minor and graduation, 60 EC's 

First semester: Minor (30 EC's) Second semester: Graduation (30 EC's) 

Third year: Major, 60 EC's 

First semester: Internship (30 EC's) Q3 IT Management (15 EC's) Q4 Change Management (15 EC's) 

Second year: Major, 60 EC's 

Q1 Business administration 
(15 EC's) 

Q2 Software development: 
RAD & DSDM (15 EC's) 

Q3 Methodology (15 EC's) 
Q4 System Implementation 

Methods (15 EC's) 

First year: Propaedeutic examns, 60 EC's 

Q1 Organisational sciences 
(15 EC's) 

Q2 E-commerce (15 EC's) 
Q3 Information system 

analysis (15 EC's) 
Q4 Information management 

(15 EC's) 


